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How many of you grew up in a home with siblings, brothers or sisters? 

Let me see a show of hands. Now I am sure that some of you had wonderful family relationships, you and your sisters or bothers never fought, were never in competition with each other, and you never vied for attention.

However, for the rest of us we have a different story when it comes to our childhood memories and our relationship with our siblings. For most of us we have experienced at least at some level sibling rivalry.

I am the youngest of 5. There were 4 boys and one girl in my family. My sister Laurie Ann died when I was only 3 so unfortunately I don’t remember her that well. But my brothers I are well acquainted with sibling rivalry. 

Sibling rivalry is as old as Cain and Able. And as a child I knew that one of my brothers was direct decedents of Cain. And there were times I thought I was going to play the role of Able. 

However, for the most part most part my brothers were fairly normal. For mom, as long as it didn’t mean a trip to the hospital she pretty much left to us to work things out among ourselves.  

But I know from some families those childhood sibling rivalries continue even into adulthood. 

It shows up at family gatherings. One brother might “just” happen to mention how many square feet the new home he’s building has.
A sister might subtly mention that her oldest daughter just got a full ride scholarship to ___(you fill in the blank of some prestige’s college).

Or another sibling’s son might have just been appointed captain to his school’s varsity sports team.

Sibling rivalry is always sad human reality when it is taken too far. 

And if it is not your own lot in life you probably know someone for whom it is a part of their reality and it is damaging their relationships. 

But the good news for all of us is that: 

The Bible is a book of _____relationships_____________. 

1st – God’s relationship with ____humanity________ in general – and with each of _us___ in particular. 

2nd – Humanity’s relationship with _one__ another – society in general – and in each _family________ in particular. 

Adam & Eve – 1st humans in relationship with _God___ – break relationship with God! 

Cain & Abel – 1st siblings in relationship with ____one another________ – break relationship with each other! 

The stories of broken relationships run all the way through the book of Genesis, in deed through the much of the Bible, but Genesis in particular.

Think about the first siblings; Cain and Abel. Well we know what happens. Cain kills Abel. I think that qualifies for sibling rivalry.

Much later there is Jacob and Esau. Jacob cheats Esau out of his birth right. Then he runs off in hiding for 20 years and literally frightened to death of his brother Esau. That’s sibling rivalry.

Then Jacob has these sons. He has twelve sons in total. The ten oldest sons sell the eleventh son Joseph into slavery. No doubt about it, that qualifies as sibling rivalry. 

Genesis 37-50, which is covered in chapter 3 of the Story, is a powerful story. It is the story of Joseph.

And: 
The story of Joseph is primarily a “__lower____ story” – dealing with broken humanity; with glimpses and reminders of the “_upper_____ story” – of how God redeems, restores, and reconciles real relationships! 

Remember:
God’s great desire and God’s ultimate passion is to 
___restore____________ relationship! 

God want to restore a relationship with us and our relationships with each other. The book of Genesis tells this well.

It begins with Abraham through whom God promised to bring a blessing to the nations. That promise is repeated with Abraham’s son Isaac and again with Isaac’s son Jacob. These are the three patriarch of the Jewish faith.

Jacob has a total of 12 sons. The first ten of them seem to get along reasonably well, especially when we remember that these sons are members of a blended family. There is one dad and then there are multiply mothers. 

And as is typical in human reality the kids are stuck in this reality and they are trying to find a way to make it all work out.

You might say that the Brady Bunch got their idea from the book of Genesis. It’s right there.

The brothers, the first ten brothers at least, kind of bind themselves together and things are going along fairly well in their family and in their lives.

But then the dad starts to show favoritism towards the one, Joseph—the son of Rachel.

Parents if you want to build some animosity among your children this is exactly the way to do it. Pick one and make them the obvious favorite.

Here in Genesis, Jacob really does show favoritism towards Joseph. And the brothers don’t like it.

Look here in Genesis 37:2-4 

2 This is the account of Jacob. 
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.

3 Now Israel [Remember like God changes Abram’s name to Abraham, he also change Jacob’s name to Israel] Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. 

4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 

The gifts that Jacob gave were are not equal, the time he gave was not equal. The affection that he showed was not equal.

And the resentment grows and rivalry begins to run wild.

And when ten older brothers get the chance they get rid of their younger brother Joseph, they take it.

Now I can remember when my older brothers didn’t want me tagging along. But they never did this to me.

Genesis 37:23-24 says:
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe--the richly ornamented robe he was wearing-- and they took him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern was empty; there was no water in it.

They take Joseph and put him in this pit. A pit that was too deep to climb out of. I would not have been very large, maybe not even enough room to lie down in. 

And they leave him there for three days with no water and no food. Not even a corner to go in.

But if that wasn’t bad enough a caravan comes along and the brothers decide to sell their little brother to the traders.

So Joseph goes from in the pit to now he’s into slavery.

These traders take Joseph on into Egypt and there they sell him for a quick profit to a rich man names Potiphar. Potiphar is a high official in Pharaohs government. 

It doesn’t take long for Potiphar to realize that Joseph has some real abilities. So Potiphar puts Joseph in charge of his entire house.
Unfortunately, Mrs. Potiphar also thinks that Joseph also has some “abilities”.

And the Bible puts it this way in Genesis 39 starting at the end of verse 6. 

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, "Come to bed with me!"    

And after multiple attempts at seducing Josephs, Mrs. Potiphar’s scorn then turns to anger and revenge. Then she accuses Joseph of the very thing she has attempted and he had refused.

Now unfortunately for Joseph he is a foreigner. And throughout human history, a nation’s justice always favors the majority’s race and ethnicity.

And Joseph is number one a different color, number two he speaks a different language, and number three he is from a different land.

Three strikes and you’re not just out, your put in prison. 

So now imagine Joseph has gone from being the chosen beloved of his fathers, then he was thrown into a pit, and then from the pit he was sold into slavery, and now as a slave he is thrown into prison.

And while he is in prison he befriends and comes to know two guys who have falling out of favor with the Pharaoh. They were a part of his household.

There in person Joseph interprets the dreams of the Pharaoh’s baker and cupbearer. 

And just as Joseph says, the cupbearer is restored to his position in Pharaoh’s house. But before he leaves the person Joseph asks him to remember him. 

Look over at Genesis 41:1:
When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile,

This is not just three days in a pit; this is two full years additional in a prison.

Then when the Pharaoh has a dream that no one in the Pharaoh’s court is able to interpret the dream, finally the cupbearer remembers Joseph.

Joseph is prepared and brought before Pharaoh. And when he interprets the Pharaoh’s dream correctly he is promoted to the second highest position in all the land.

At 17 Joseph is thrown into pit, sold into slavery, falsely accused, wrongly imprisoned, and forgotten about.

And now at the age of 30 he rises to a position from which he will not only be able to help the nation of Egypt but also all the surrounding nations and eventually aiding and even reconciling with his own brothers and reuniting with his father and restoring the hope that God will keep his promise that through a descendant of Abraham all the people on the earth will be blessed.

Now I want to encourage you to read chapters 3 of the Story if you have not, or read the corresponding chapters in Genesis which are listed there on the top of your sermon notes insert.

Because this is an amazing story of how God is at work in the midst of broken humanity.

I say to you, God always keeps his promises. God says I will bless you and you will be a blessing, and all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through you.

God promises this to Abraham and to his descendants and God does it.

This promise extends to Isaac, Abraham’s son, and God keeps his promise.

This promise extends to Isaac’s son Jacob and God keeps his promise.

This promise carries on to Jacob’s son Joseph and God does it once again. God blesses Joseph in the midst of all the abundant brokenness. 

Brokenness which is obviously all around him, and brokenness which is obviously within him and yet God blesses Joseph.

And Joseph literally becomes a blessing to the people around him and all peoples on earth are blessed through him.

It is a physical blessing. There is food and life. 

This is also a spiritual blessing because from the lineage of Joseph will come the messiah of his people and the savor of all people in the world-Jesus Christ.

So, why is it that God would tell us this story, this very odd story? A story that is rife with sibling rivalry? Why is it in the Bible?

And why does God choose to inspire and have written, and then hand all the way down to us in 2011, these ancient words? Why?

Look there in your sermon notes.
What is God revealing in The Story Chapter 3 (Genesis 37-50)? 
Here it is:

#1. In the midst of the brokenness of our “lower stories” – God is still ____unfolding___________ His “Upper Story!” 

The Bible is a book of relationships. And many or most, and nearly all of these human relationships they involve rivalry, brokenness, obvious sin and loss.

But God does not give up. God has an agenda; he has a way and a will. 

And God will not abandon us. Whether you are in a pit, or a slave, or in prison unjustly, God is faithful. 

And God is still unfolding his story. God is still revealing himself and his salvation for all the world.

Remember this:
God is __sovereign___________ – and is at work in us, through us, and (if He has to) in-spite of us! Genesis 39:2-3, 20-24 

We can read this. It’s right here in the Bible. And what’s more you can see that simply by looking at your own life. 

Exam your life and you will see that God is sovereign and is at work in us and through us and if he has to, in-spite of us to fulfill His promise to reach the world with the message of salvation through Jesus.

Secondly God includes this story in the Bible because through it we see:

#2. We live with the real need to be __restored______, ___reconciled______, and ___reunited__________ 

You see all three of those in the life of Joseph.
Now it may be that our need to be restored is because of sibling rivalry, or it may be because of broken marriage vows, it may be crimes committed against us; it may be some of the most horrendous things that we can possible imaging, or it may be any number of sins committed against us or sin which we have committed.

Our need to be restored can be seen on two levels.

We need restoration on the horizontally plane, our relationships with each other.

And we need to be restored, reconciled and reunited on the vertical, that is between us and God. 

It may be that we have loved ourselves more than God. Or it may be that we have loved our stuff, our things more than God.

Or it may be that we have simply served other gods; the gods of power, wealth, positions, popularity, sensuality. 

It’s in the story right here in the life of Joseph. It’s all in the Bible.

And the truth is that we all live with the real need to be restored, reconciled and reunited

… one with the _another_____ – and – each of us with _God___! Genesis 45:4-5, 7-8 

Horizontal with each other and vertical with God, we need to be restored, reconciled and reunited with God and each other, heart to heart. 

So through the story of Joseph God is revealing that in the midst of our brokenness His upper story continues to unfold. 

Finally, through the story of Joseph that:
#3. There is no _pit____ so deep yet He is deeper still. 
Genesis 50:19-20, 24-25 

Joseph has transitioned. He went from being the chosen one. He went from being the apple of his father’s eye. He went from being beloved of his father. And he sank into a pit.

And if that pit wasn’t deep enough from there he was sold into slavery.

And if that was not enough and you thought it couldn’t get worse he was then falsely accused and locked up in prison, forgotten about for two years.

Now let’s be honest about it. Some of us in this room, if we’re honest, then we know what it’s like to slip and have a fall.

Some of us know what a pit looks like from the inside.

And some of us got in the pit and just dug and made it deeper.

Some of us know what it’s like to be a slave, a slave to ourselves, a slave to our own desire, a slave without the control of one self, a slave to addiction.

Some of us know what a prison is like. We’ve been there. Maybe we were visiting our family or a friend or maybe we were the ones locked up there. Held against our will.

Sadly, for many of us, the ones of us who know these things we also know this truth. That many of our pits we dig ourselves.
Much of our slavery we sell ourselves.

Most of our prisons have bars of our own making.

Sometimes we are like Joseph. Sometimes it is what is done to us. But sometimes it is what we do to ourselves.

And in the midst of it all, God is revealing Himself in the story of Joseph.

And in the midst of it all, God is revealing Himself in our own stories as well.

There was a woman who ended up living until she was 91 years old.

She never married, was poorly educated, never held any position of power.

Her name was Corrie ten Boom. And when the Nazis invaded her home country Holland in 1940, she and her family began to hide Jews in their home, trying to keep them out of the concentration camps.
 
Eventually the ten Boom family was betrayed by other Dutch and when they were discovered the entire ten Boom family was rounded up and they too were thrown into the concentration camps.

Here elderly father died right away in prison. Several years later her sickly sister also died. 

Corrie spent the rest of the war in the horrific confines of the Ravensbrück, a notorious women’s concentration.

Her life story was published in the book The Hiding Place which was later made into the movie of the same name.

In the book Corrie tells a story of the fleas. The fleas that infested her barracks, her bunk and her. She tells how she began to curse the fleas. She cursed the Nazies.

But her sister, Betsey the sickly one, gently corrected and repormaned Corrie. 

Betsey said to her sister, “Oh no Corrie, don’t give into hate. We are here to love.”

Betsey went of the tell Corrie that she thanked God for the fleas. For if it were not for the fleas the guards would come. And if they did they would discover our Bible and take it away. 

And if they did that then we would not have this word of hope from which to feed others and our own souls as well.

Betsy, who was never strong in health grew steadily weaker and died on December 16, 1944 as a prisoner. Her body and remains were never found.

Some of Betsey last words to her sister were these.

“We must tell them what we have learned here. We must tell them that there is not pit so deep yet he is deeper still. They will listen to us Corrie because we have been here.”

I don’t know where you have been. I have not seen what your eyes have seen, and I have not felt what your heart has felt.

But I say this to you because this is strong and this is sure and this is true.
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